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that Mickey was especially protective of his lit-
tle nine-year-old sister, Isabella. What better 
tribute than to remember Mickey as a four-
teen-year-old boy who cared for his little sis-
ter. This tells us everything we need to know 
about who Mickey was and why his death has 
touched the lives of so many people. 

Among the many messages of sympathy 
that the Mendoza family have received, I read 
one that I would like to share with my col-
leagues. This letter was written by Anthony 
Maneri, Mickey’s classmate at Saddle Brook 
Middle School; ‘‘Mickey was a great pal. He 
always could make you laugh, even at sad 
times. He always knew the right things to say 
to make people laugh. He was a great friend 
and I am going to miss him. I will never forget 
him.’’ 
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Thursday, June 10, 1999 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate the Prince 
George’s County School System as one of our 
Nation’s most innovative and successful 
school violence prevention programs. In the 
wake of the tragedies at Columbine and Con-
yers High School, it is important to highlight 
those schools which serve as a model for 
other school districts to follow. 

As the 18th largest school district in the na-
tion, the faculty and staff of the Prince 
George’s County Public School system edu-
cates one of the most diverse student popu-
lations of any district in the Nation. This week, 
as we continue our dialogue and focus on so-
lutions to making our schools a safer place to 
learn, perhaps we can look to many of the 
programs already in place in Prince George’s 
County and across the State of Maryland. 

Under the direction of retiring Super-
intendent Dr. Jerome Clark and Dr. Patricia 
Green, Chief, Divisional Administrator for Pupil 
Services, Prince George’s County has imple-
mented a regimen of programs including peer 
mediation, early intervention, and placement of 
probation specialists within schools. 

The Peer Mediation program has been one 
of the most successful. By placing a peer me-
diation teacher on staff at each of the 20 high 
schools and 26 middle schools, students are 
learning now to intervene and peacefully re-
solve conflicts. The program has recently been 
instituted on the elementary school level 
where teachers and guidance counselors at 
more than 100 of the district’s elementary 
schools are trained on the importance of cre-
ating a healthy learning environment. 

Another program, called the ‘‘Justice in 
Cluster Program’’ has been so successful that 
the State of Maryland used the program as 
the model to create the statewide ‘‘Spotlight 
on Schools.’’ By teaming up with the Maryland 
Department of Juvenile Justice, each cluster 
of schools is able to provide two probation 
specialists who work with the local high 
school, middle school, and elementary schools 

to assist guidance counselors, peer mediation 
teachers, school psychologists, and adminis-
trators in working with troubled students and 
ensuring that they remain out of the juvenile 
justice system. 

Early intervention programs are also proving 
to be successful. ‘‘Second Step,’’ a program 
featured in a 1997 study by the University of 
Washington, teaches children to change atti-
tudes which may lead to violent behavior. 
Through learning empathy, impulse control 
and anger management, students in kinder-
garten through grade six are learning how to 
react nonviolently to various situations. The 
program is currently in place in 67 elementary 
schools and the Prince George’s County 
School System has been asked by the Mary-
land State Department of Education to be-
come the regional training center so that other 
school districts can replicate this successful 
program. 

These are just three of the many positive 
programs being implemented just beyond the 
borders of our Nation’s Capitol. With a number 
of successful federal programs in place like 
D.A.R.E., G.R.E.A.T., and the COPS program, 
we are in a position to provide a comprehen-
sive plan for reducing school violence. I salute 
the Prince George’s County Public School 
System for its dedication to safety and encour-
age my colleagues to look to this school sys-
tem as one which may have solutions to the 
many problems facing our education system. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the Saint Aloysius Parish of 
Cleveland, Ohio on its 100th anniversary. 

The church serves its parishioners and the 
communities of Glenville and South 
Collinwood through education, social services 
and the preservation of faith values. Two 
schools, St. Aloysius and St. Joseph’s, offer 
education to students in kindergarten through 
eighth grade. The schools are known for their 
excellence in academics and the strong sense 
of community between teachers, students and 
parents. St. Aloysius reaches out to commu-
nity members of all faiths through its social 
services operations. The church runs a food 
distribution program that provides 700 to 800 
bags of food to needy families in the area 
once a month. Working with nearby parishes 
and local food banks, the church also provides 
a hot meal program every Tuesday which 
serves up to 700 hot meals. 

St. Aloysius was founded in 1898 by Rev. 
Msgr. Joseph Smith for the area’s predomi-
nantly Irish-American population. As the popu-
lation in the area changed, the pastors worked 
to improve racial relations in the area. Today, 
the parish serves the present African-Amer-
ican community. 

In 1974, the parish merged with neighboring 
St. Agatha Church. The tight-knit parish com-
munity worships in the church known as ‘‘the 

Cathedral of Glenville’’ and prides itself on 
knowing all its members. 

St. Aloysius has been celebrating its 100th 
anniversary since last summer. Parishioners 
have been commemorating their church’s his-
tory by celebrating Mass, holding cultural 
events and creating a memories wall with 
photos of past and present members. 

As a honorary committee member of the St. 
Aloysius parish I take great pride in com-
mending the entire congregation on its century 
of serving the community through faith, edu-
cation and outreach programs. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in wishing the St. Aloysius 
community many years of continued success. 
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, today 
I am introducing the James Peak Wilderness 
Act of 1999. This legislation will provide impor-
tant protection and management for some 
striking mountain open space along Colo-
rado’s Continental Divide west of Denver. 
These lands, which include the 13,294-foot 
James Peak, are the heart of the largest un-
protected roadless area on the northern Front 
Range. 

The James Peak area that will be protected 
by my bill offers outstanding recreational op-
portunities for hiking, skiing, fishing, and back-
packing, including the popular South Boulder 
Creek trail and along the Continental Divide 
National Scenic Trail. James Peak is one of 
the highest rated areas for biological diversity 
on the entire Arapaho National Forest, includ-
ing unique habitat for wildlife, miles of riparian 
corridors, stands of old growth forests, and 
threatened and endangered species. The area 
includes a dozen spectacularly situated alpine 
lakes, including Forest Lakes, Arapaho Lakes, 
and Heart Lake. Many sensitive species such 
as wolverine, lynx, and pine marten only thrive 
in wilderness settings. Adding James Peak to 
the chain of protected lands (wilderness and 
National Park lands) from Berthoud Pass to 
the Wyoming State line will promote move-
ment of these species and improve their 
chances for survival. 

My bill will designate 22,000-acres of the 
James Peak roadless area as wilderness. This 
area will be added to the Colorado Wilderness 
Act of 1993—the last major wilderness legisla-
tion passed for federal public lands in Colo-
rado. Last year, my predecessor, Congress-
man David Skaggs, introduced a similar bill 
that would have protected 15,850-acres of the 
James Peak roadless area as wilderness. The 
increase in my bill is due to the inclusion of 
lands with Grand County that were excluded 
from the Skaggs bill. These acres were in-
cluded to preserve the integrity of the James 
Peak area and protect important lands within 
this roadless area in Grand County. My bill 
also does not include 7 small wilderness addi-
tions that were in Skaggs’ bill. I am evaluating 
these lands for a possible future bill. 

My bill also includes provisions encouraging 
the Forest Service to acquire two in holdings 
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